ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE AUTHOR
RELATIVE TO THE FIFTH SET OF
OBJECTIONS1.

BEFORE the appearance of the first edition of these Meditations2"
I wished to have them examined not only by the learned Doctors-
of the Sorbonne, but also by all other men of science who should
care to take the trouble of reading them. I thus hoped that by
causing these objections and my replies to be printed as a con-
tinuation of the Meditations, each in the order in which they were
composed, I should thereby render the truth much more evident.
And though the objections that were sent to me fifth in order did
not appear to me to be the most important and are very lengthy, I
did not fail to have them printed in their proper order, so as not to-
disoblige their author. I likewise caused him to be furnished with
a proof of the impression lest anything should be set down as his, of
which he did not approve. But as he has since composed a work
of great size3, containing these same objections, together with several
new counter-arguments or answers to my replies, and since he there
complains of me for having published them, as if I had done so-
against his wishes, and says that he sent them to me only for my
private instruction, I shall henceforth gladly comply with his desire
and so relieve this volume of their presence. This was the reason
why, on learning that M. Glerselier was taking the trouble to
translate the other Objections, I begged him to omit these latter
ones. And in order that he may have no cause to regret their
absence, I have to inform the reader at this place that I have lately
read them a second time, and that I have read also all the new
counter-arguments in the huge volume containing them, with the.

1  In the first French edition of the Meditations with Objections and Beplies*

2  i.e. the Latin edition of 1641.

3  Petri Gassendi, Disquisitio metaphysicat Amsterdam, 1644.